TO: Hamilton District Pharmacists Association Members
FROM: Carmine Nieuwstraten, Director of Pharmacy
DATE: August 27, 2018
RE: Discharge Prescription from St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton
Dear Colleagues,
As you may be aware, in December 2017, St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton launched a
new Electronic Health Record (EHR). You may have already seen discharge prescriptions
from the hospital. Effective August 29, 2018, you will see a modified discharge prescription
which includes some additional details and a list of medications that the patient should be
taking at home including those that are prescribed at discharge. Attached is a test sample
of the new discharge prescription.
Some of the changes that you will notice are:
1. A title “Discharge Prescription” has been added.
2. Standard comments are added at the bottom of the page regarding who to call for
refills, brand names being used for reference purposes, and community pharmacy
is allowed to dispense alternate strengths.
3. The three campus logo has been moved to appear only on the last page.
4. Patient identifier is now on all pages.
5. Page numbers and total pages are added to the bottom right corner of each page.
The number of orders per page remains at 4, due to formatting.
6. A list of medications that patient will start/stop/continue post-discharge is added at
the end of the prescription. This is for information purposes only.
This new communication method assists in providing a more comprehensive picture to you
at the point of discharge from St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton.
Patients will continue to receive an After Visit Summary (AVS) when they are discharged
from the hospital. The AVS includes information related to medication changes (new,
changed, discontinued, unchanged medications) that occurred within the hospital, and is
the same as the list of medications that you will see with the discharge prescription.
We welcome your feedback on our modified discharge prescription. Feedback may be sent
to Trupti Kulkarni (tkulkarn@stjoes.ca).
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Sample discharge prescription (3 pages)
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